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My Dear Brothers and Sisters of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church, 

Within the pages of this annual parish report, you will find a lot of numbers and charts that will make 
our beloved accountants happy! But those numbers and charts tell only a small part of what we are 
about at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church. That is, your generosity to our parish translates into 
countless stories inspired by Christ as real servants serve real people-thousands upon thousands 
of our own, and through our outreach, thousands more that find our parish to be a safe harbor.

The Wedding Feast of Cana, I believe, embodies the symbolism of our generosity and outreach 
flowing out into our parish community. I envision the blessings of Christ being poured out not only at 
the feast, but each and every day as He blesses our parish. One of our new stained glass windows 
- installed early 2017 - depicts this scene, and seeing the concept art (cover) has already begun to 
inspire us. We can only image what the actual windows and renovation as a whole will do.

When we participate in the ministry of our parish, we encounter Christ who walks alongside us: 
praying, encouraging, teaching, washing feet, and so on. These are experiences where the work of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ is truly present and culminates in our celebration of the Eucharist, where, 
at the end of Mass, we are commissioned to reenter our lives as the loving presence of Christ.  

Love flows like a torrential, flooding river at our parish through your gifts of time, talent, and treasure! 
I am humbled and incredibly thankful. Because I live and work on our campus, I have the privilege 
of seeing your love in action every day.

Susan Pitchford, Sociologist and Third Order Franciscan, wrote:

When we love deeply, we want to give extravagantly. And when we feel someone has pulled 
us from the abyss, our hearts overflow with gratitude, and there is nothing we wouldn’t give, 
nothing we wouldn’t do, to show it. When the Church asks us to give, it’s easy to resent it, 
easy to reduce it to a practical necessity. . . . But this approach misses the opportunity to let 
our giving become an act of love, an expression of gratitude, a deeply spiritual practice. “God 
loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7) because such giving is born of a loving relationship. 

Our parish “loves deeply,” which is evident in this report on the pages where we highlight our 
Departmental Ministries. I hope you are as pleased at what we have accomplished and continue to 
accomplish in the name of Christ!

Fr. Richard Doerr
OLMC Pastor
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Go, therefore, and make disciples
-Matthew 28:19   

Parishioners| 13,780

Registered Families| 3,800

New Families| 254

Avg. Mass Attendance| 4,446

Baptisms| 186

Weddings| 31

Funerals| 55

Hours of Confession| 500+

Hours of Adoration| 8,760

Religious Vocations| 20

Our Mission

Guided by the Holy Spirit and as stewards of God’s abundance, 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church is a united and dynamic 

parish grounded in the truth of Jesus Christ.
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Operating Revenue
Amounts in dollars

*book & registration fees, misc.

Contributions 5,313,080

Investment Income 283,988

School* 262,014

Other 38,929

The Numbers

It is through the generosity of parishioners that our parish 
is able to continue to grow in faith, community and service.  
We ask that each parishioner prayerfully consider 
Proverbs 3:9-10: "Honor the Lord with your wealth and with 
the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns will be 
filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine." 

Fiscal Year: July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017

2016 Total Donations
January - December

Amount
Donated

Number of 
Donors

Total Dollars 
Donated

Annual Avg 
Per Household

Weekly Avg Per 
Household

$50,000 1 $126,500 $126,500 $2,433
$15,000 - $49,9999 42 $992,953 $23,642 $454

$7,500 - $14,999 137 $1,136,171 $8,292 $159
$3,000 - $7,499 394 $1,626,205 $4,127 $79
$1,000 - $2,999 714 $1,301,569 $1,793 $35

$1-$999 1,403 $443,425 $316 $6
$0 1,186 $0 $0 $0

Totals 3,877 5,626,823 $1,451 $28



Program Costs
Net of Fees Charged

Amounts in dollars

*utilities, supplies, insurance, etc.

Salaries, Benefits, & Taxes 4,267,364

Repairs, Maintenance,
& Depreciation

557,676

General Operating Expenses* 553,449

Other 342,565

School 3,098,153
Liturgy & Music 263,820

Adult Faith Formation 131,768
Frassati 86,264
Antioch 123,487

EDGE 83,938
Children’s Faith Formation 77,985

Sports 20,800

Operating Expenses
Amounts in dollars

ASSETS

Cash & Investments $2,863,603

Building Fund $336,195

OLMC School Endowment $5,800,411

Buildings, Furniture,
& Equipment (net)

$10,286,095

Other Financial Information
LIABILITIES

Restricted Donations $363,608

Other $744

Fiscal Year: July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017
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Ministries
Traditions & New Beginnings

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel boasts almost 200 active ministries. Throughout the year, they help our 
parishioners grow in faith and bring their families, friends, and themselves closer to Christ. The 
next few pages offer a preview of the new 2016 department ministries submitted by our directors. 
We hope they give you a glimpse of inspiration and encouragement to become involved.

CFF* Children| 562

CFF Catechists| 135

CFF Volunteers| 100+

EDGE| 80

Steadfast Retreat Attendees| 43

Antioch| 318

RCIC+| 22

RCIT| 4

RCIA| 32

Child 1st Communions| 210

Confirmations| 178

Frassati Members| 120

Adult Formation Participants| 860

EMHCs‡| 181

Readers| 50

Ushers| 40

Servers| 113

KOOL§ Servers| 42

Musicians| 225

Sports Participants| 1,500

Coaches/Volunteers| 200

CYO Sports Offered| 11

K of C Volunteer Hours| 9,400

Blood Drives| 250 Units

Pro-Life Mums Sold| 143

Seminarian Flower Sale| 150

*Children’s Faith Formation
+Rite of Christian Initiation for Children/Teens/Adults

‡Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion
§Knights of Our Lady (teen servers) 6



Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic School provides excellence 
in education to meet the needs of the whole child. Formed 
by Catholic tradition, we believe that as a Christ-centered 
educational community, we should:
• Create a vibrant learning community
• Instill respect and responsibility
• Prepare students for lifelong learning
• Ensure a healthy and safe place to grow
• Actively engage all students in challenging
   and diverse learning experiences
• Provide opportunities to serve others
• Involve and impact the entire community

Facts & Figures
• 640 students in grades K-8
• 400+ adult volunteers
• 2015 Blue Ribbon School
• Students attend Mass three times per week
• Cost to Educate One Child: $4,500

OLMC School
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2016 Highlights

1. Faith Rally: Celebrating Catholic School’s Week with
    Eucharistic Adoration, Reconciliation, and service
    projects

2. 60th birthday of OLMC School

3. Coffee with Council Events: School Council began
evening presentations for parents. Topics covered 
homework help, learning, and stress.

4. 4th grade was invited to go to the State House to
celebrate Indiana’s statehood bicentennial 
anniversary and met Mrs. Karen Pence



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
OLMC Children’s Faith Formation On Wednesday evenings, a large group of 
junior high students gather for EDGE. They encounter Jesus Christ through 
prayer, dynamic teachings, and meaningful small group discussions and 
activities.  
 
In 2016, we created Sunday DIVE as an option for those unable to attend EDGE. 
We also saw DIVE as an option for students who prefer to be part of a small 
youth group rather than a large one. We had over 20 students register in DIVE 
right out of the gate, some of whom went on to attend both EDGE and DIVE 
throughout the year.  
 
Like EDGE, DIVE departs from the classroom model and supports an 
environment of prayer, dialogue, shared witness stories, and exploration of what 
it really means to be Catholic. We have found that the DIVE members have 
become a close-knit faith community as we grew as disciples of Jesus Christ.  
 
 
 

Faith Formation
Into the Deep
Adult Faith Formation’s new faith-building opportunity
Created to offer monthly one-hour sessions on a variety of interesting topics, 
Into the Deep has quickly become a parishioner favorite and will continue to 
be offered. Titles included Angels & Demons; Who’s Afraid of a Big Old Book?; 
Catholic MythBusters: Truth About the Crusades & Inquisition; and Living with 
Passion & Purpose: The Power of Pentecost. Podcasts and PowerPoint slides 
are available on the OLMC website under Adult Faith Formation.

DIVE
On Wednesday evenings, a large group of junior high students gather for 
EDGE, where they encounter Christ through prayer, dynamic teachings, 
and meaningful small group discussions & activities. As a new endeavor, 
we created DIVE as an option for those who cannot attend EDGE or 
would prefer a smaller group. Departing from the classroom model like 

EDGE, DIVE supports an environment of prayer, dialogue, 
shared stories, and exploration of what it really means to 
be Catholic. We have found our members have become a 
close-knit faith community as we grew as disciples of Christ.

Frassati Society
For Young Adult Catholics
Revamped in 2015, the “new” Frassati Society has experienced continual growth 
within its cell groups. Similar to human cells, groups grow then split once they 
reach a certain number of members, creating several small communities that 
are ever developing. The second annual Frassati SummerFest in July hosted 
around 100 young adults, nearly a 30 attendee increase from the previous year. 
Our young adults continue to journey “to the Heights,” reflecting a life of prayer 
and adventure like our patron, Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati.
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- Tom Ponchak

- Leighton Drake

- Louis Paiz



Liturgy & Music

Parish Life

The Schola Cantorum
Serving God Through Sacred Music
The newly created Schola Cantorum musical ensemble 
consists of about 20 auditioned members who sing twice a 
month at the 9:30AM Mass. Schola Cantorum translates as 
“school of singers,” but it implies a small choir that specializes 
in the Church’s Sacred Music tradition: Gregorian Chant and 
polyphony. The past decade has seen a marked resurgence in 
this profound music of Catholicism, a renewal firmly based, to 
the surprise of some, in the documents of Vatican II. 
Half the membership of the Schola are students in junior high 
and high school, and about 75% are under age 40! These youth 
are some of the most enthusiastic about learning chant and the 
great music of the church, and it bodes well for the future.
Fun Facts: 1) We have three newborns in our soprano section 
2) We often end our rehearsals by gathering around the 
baptismal font in the narthex, singing a cappella, and rejoicing 
in the lovely, reverberant acoustics of that space, around the 
font through which God brings new life!

Sports
OLMC participates in SportsLeader: a Catholic virtue sports program that provides weekly ministry 
resources for coaches and players. As part of the program, athletes participated in a Rosary rally, 
and OLMC held our first "jersey ceremony." The jersey ceremony consists of Moms and/or Dads (or 
another meaningful adult) presenting the student athlete with their team uniform and praising them 
with positive affirmation. Keeping our faith in the forefront in all ministries is a top priority!

Okay, some folks fall asleep at Schola rehearsal

- Rex Rund

- Tim & Tina Fletcher
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Stewardship

Apostolado Español

10

The OLMC Spanish Apostolate is a thriving community steeped in tradition. 
Celebrations occur each year for Our Lady of Guadalupe, Altar of the Dead 
on All Souls Day, and the Good Friday Living Stations of the Cross. Each 
year, August through May, over 180 Spanish families take part in a one-hour 
catechism. Topics include information on how to read the Bible; the Catechism; 
Sacraments; Catholic and Hispanic traditions; Catholic Church Structure; and 
family situations (domestic violence, alcoholism, drug addiction, etc.). They 
then attend the 7:00PM Mass, which is held in Spanish.

We celebrated our many accomplishments, all possible because of the wonderful parishioners who make 
OLMC a vibrant and giving community, by hosting the first-ever non-fundraising Parish Night Out (PNO).
The PNO Barn Dance was held at Grand Park with dinner and live music by Dave & Rae with an optional 
Euchre Tournament. It was announced at the event that every other year will now be a non-fundraising 
PNO event to continue to always remember to celebrate our many blessings. - Rita DeKlyen

El Apostolado Hispano en Nuestra Señora del Monte Carmelo es una comunidad 
próspera y llena de tradiciónes.Las  Celebraciones de cada año para Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe, Altar de los Muertos  el dia de todas las almas, y  el Via Crucis viviente 
del Viernes Santo. Asimismo, Cada año, de agosto a 
mayo, más de 180 familias hispanas participan en el 
catecismo de una hora y media. Los temas incluyen 
información sobre cómo leer la Biblia; El Catecismo; 
Sacramentos; Tradiciones católicas e hispanas; 
Estructura de la Iglesia Católica; Y situaciones familiares 
(violencia doméstica, alcoholismo, drogadicción, etc.). 
Enseguida, asisten a la Misa de las 7:00PM, que se 
celebra en español.

- Tarcisio Trujillo



Merciful HELP Center

CommUNITY Care Day
A Change of Venue, but not a Change of Heart! CommUNITY Care Day is 
our Christmas assistance to families in need. As a new initiative at the end 
of 2015, our Christmas Angel Trees held tags for items needed by those in 
Anderson, IN: a community only 40 minutes away and in a long-term financial 
crisis. OLMC parishioners donated and helped the day-of distributing basic 
necessity goods in January. Without pulling away from providing basic needs 
in our own community in Hamilton County, we felt the need to get back to 
basics and bring God’s care to other nearby families!

HE Lifts Me UP
In the spring of 2015, Crush, an OLMC school student, proposed his newest 
idea to Mrs. Slaton: a “DanceRaiser.” He had even named it “HE Lifts Me 
UP.” She liked it and encouraged him to put a plan together. Over the next 
several months, Crush and a team of young parishioners, 5th through 12th 
grades, fine-tuned a plan for the first annual, HE Lifts Me UP DanceRaiser. 
This youth inspired and created event included dancing, fellowship, and 
inspirational stories from the people impacted by the MHC, proving our 
youths can make a difference, too.

Tools for School
Tools for School assists qualified families that live in Hamilton County with 
backpacks, school supplies, and other important school needs. We will also 
provide shoes, socks, underwear, and coats: anything needed to get through 
the school year! What makes it different than other programs? We allow the 
children to pick their own backpack and items according to their supply list. 
They get to choose the color, size, and any item in general they would like!

CommUNITY
Care Day

122 Families;
492 People

Volunteer
Hours
30,000+

Food
Pantry

8,694 Families; 
24,355 People

Tools for 
School

2,000 People

Thanksgiving 
Baskets

460 Families;
1,407 People
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The Merciful H.E.L.P. Center 
has a long history of providing 

assistance to parishioners and others in 
Hamilton County. This ministry began with a priest 

and one or two volunteers working out of a closet. Through 
the generosity of the parish and the compassion of thousands of 

people, the Merciful H.E.L.P. Center is now 18 ministries strong, has a
huge volunteer base, and can provide assistance in a multitude of ways.

- Jayne Slaton



THANK YOU.
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church
14598 Oak Ridge Rd.
Carmel, IN 46032

(317) 846-3475 | www.olmc1.org


